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One Dark Horse 
February 6 5/1 


Gardner, Mona Doubleday 
HONG KONG $4.50 


A many faceted story of the years of what is commonly known as the "Opium 
War" when American and British merchants reaped fortunes smuggling opium into Chinese 
ports, and paid tribute in fantastic figures to maintain their precarious hold on 
Chinese trade. Tea was the one sustaining factor, with silks and porcelains and nu- 
merous other "covers" for the real trade in opium. This is an absorbingly interesting 
story, woven in many threaded narrative, through the factual record of the struggle. 
Gill Bennett, younger brother of the tea merchant, Tad Bennett, Macao-based, comes out 
to China to break the news that he has closed out the business at home. He learns on 
landing that his brother is dead - his own future uncertain. Determined to make a 
quick fortune and cocky over his presumed success in taking advantage of opening wedges, 
he disdains advice from Manning, a senior operator, and from others- and soon gets way 
beyond his depth, caught in the intricacies and trickeries of the Chinese, the Portu- 
guese, and others vastly more experienced. Woven into the story are segments of the 
Chinese court life, with its hierarchy, its duplicity, its exquisiteness, its sadism. 
The Celestial One schemes to acquire yet greater riches to satisfy his taste for the 
fine arts. And his concubines turn to their means of trickery to achieve the goals 
they've set themselves. One particular concubine, Lady Li, provides a new approach; 
she uses her gifts of poetic expression, her culinary arts and wiles, her sound busi- 
ness sense- to built up security until the moment when she achieves escape. Other 
facets of the story- an intricate one- concern the minor officials, the mandarins, the 
factors- all seeking riches, safety, power- and stooping to incredible bestiality and 
crookedness to get their way. And backgrounding the whole plotting, scheming, double- 
dealing picture, there is a way of life that at its peak is ultra civilized- and at 
its depths, incredibly sordid. There is adventure- romance- history; some of the char- 
acters are authentic figures- and the culmination in the destruction of the imperial 
battle fleet by two English vessels, with Hong Kong, a rocky, useless harbor island 
as the reward, contributes an aspect of East-West relations in which neither side can 
boast of its role. (LC: 58-5938) 


And Several Candidates. for Winter Reading 


A topnoteh suspense story by Helen MacInnes, NORTH FROM ROME (Harcourt, Brace); a pow- 
erful and significant translation from the Dutch, BREAKING POINT by Jacob Presser 
(World); a new Jerome Weidman, THE ENEMY CAMP (Random House); and yet another. book 
from the Dutch, for a very perceptive audience, THE TEN THOUSAND THINGS by Maria 


Dermout (Simon & Schuster). Reports in section following, 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 


January 8 
Lagerkvist, Par Random House 
THE SIBYL $3.00 


This very short novel is a parable on divine love. It is as beautiful and 
easy to read as it is short- and probably as hard to understand in all its implications. 
A man who has been cursed by Christ for refusing Him a kindness comes to a now outlawed 
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former priestess of the oracle at Delphi to find out what will become of him. She in 
turn tells the story of her life- a peasant girl who from the age of twenty was the best 
Pythia the oracle ever had. Except for a brief episode of human love, her life was 
completely devoted to the god (more Dionysius than Apollo- but some of each). The god 
had his revenge by killing her lover and driving her out of his temple and civilization, 
but also left her to bear his own witless son. Divine love, wrath, justice and peace 
all come in for consideration with contrasts drawn between Christian and pagan concepts. 
But nothing is preached, it is all reflected through the narrative. The writing is 
intense, simple, realistic and poetic at the same time, and I should judge that Naomi 
Walford's translation is very fine. (LC:57-10035) 





January 15 


Campbell, Captain George Harcourt) Brace 
CRY FOR HAPPY $3.95 


A very good humored account has fun with the set-up organized by a Navy photo- 
graphic unit when, sparked by their chief, Andy Cyphers, they go partners in a geisha 
house for more comfort and better living in Japan. Cyphers has already propositioned 
Chiyoko, and her five girls, Harue, Koyuki, Yoshiko, Fujie and Hanakichi pair off happily 
with Joe, George, Barney, Hank, and the narrator, weight-lifting Herman Pottle. It is 
touch and go when the rigid Japanese pattern runs into easier American ways, and when the 
Americans fail to overcome old customs; things get slipperier when it becomes known they 
are interested in an "orphanage" and Mrs. Admiral must be persuaded; there's tricky work 
convincing Harue's father that he will not lose face if his daughter marries a white man; 

a threatening MP moves in and is moved out; western ideas send the girls into a kimono 
strike; and, after several further complications, Joe does wed Harue and Herman decides 

on Hanakichi for keeps. Lots of Japanese lore accompanies these entertaining episodes and, 
while no Teahouse of the August Moon, its message of inter-racial amity is lighthearted. 


(LC 358-5474 ) 





January 16 


Ott, Wolfgang Pantheon 
SHARKS AND LITTLE FISH $4.95 


This translation from the German parallels, in the Navy, what Gunner Asch ex- 
perienced in the Army, with the arrogant stupidity of the brass and the ferment of 
insurrection within the ranks. But where Asch campaigned cleverly against the oppression 
of the men, Teichmann, who goes from a herring fleet at 16 into the Navy, grows up into 
his gestures of defiance, and, in his endless exposures to the officers' inhumanity to 
their men and the horrors of war at sea, becomes more intense in his attitude, more 
resolved in his hatreds. He goes from minesweepers to subs, from brothels and mammoth 
drunks to blood and endless slaughter aboard ship, from the sometimes comic to the often 
harrowing episodes that fill in his short life. Teichmann and his comrades exist grimly 
through the deactivation of mines, the attacks on Allied convoys, the engagements with 
destroyers, planes and the growing might of their enemy. Their language is as explicit 
as the details of their daily life, their end as inevitable as their submission. If this 
leaves nothing to the imagination, its picture of naval war is glaring and memorable, 
and in its harsh and shocking way it is a war novel to rank, not with, but near The Cruel 
Sea and The Caine Mutiny. (1C:57-10236) . (Q) 


January #73 


Barr, Stringfellow Simon & Schuster 
PURELY ACADEMIC $3-95 
A withering glance at the deportment of the department heads and President of } 
a midwestern university offers a liberal education in the non-academic pursuits of the 
gentlemen in question, and a severe satire, by the former President of St. John's College. 


A short term there will enlighten you on the conduct of the curriculum (courses must be 
attractive and easy while sustaining an illusion of "intellectual integrity"), of fund- | 
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raising, of finessing a grant from a Foundation, while introducing you to President 
Pomton, a presence without principles, and his staff: Nast, "the Nixon of the outfit” 
and most likely to succeed him as a popular television as well as classroom personal- 
ity; Schneider, of the history department, henpecked by his wife and harassed by his 
health and his debts; Weed, who drinks his troubles away; Mr. Denby of a foundation 
with forty million to dispose of- etc.,etc. It is Schneider, misjudged and under- 
estimated, who comes off best as,alleging a top secret government job, he assumes an 
air of success, pressures Dorothy Nast into leaving her husband, and himself escapes 
to the security of a post with the Foundation... Mr. Barr's edged entertainment is a 
first novel and the audience participation will be intellectual. 


January 27% 2 


Gary, Romain Simon & Schuster 
THE ROOTS OF HEAVEN $4.50 


The immensity, the loneliness of the further reaches of French Africa is an 
impressively suggestive backdrop for the curious campaign which is launched by a stray 
idealist, a Frenchman- Morel- a derelict of the war who now makes his identification 
with something other- something better- than the human species. He finds the “roots 
of heaven"- the search for freedom, for liberty, for dignity, in his attempt to save 
the vanishing herds of elephants, a cause which enlists the passionate partisanship 
only of Minna, another victim of the war, but provokes a good deal of unrest- and 
violence- when Morel is used by the native nationalists as a cover. A little ridicu- 
lous, but resolute and obstinate in his campaign to protect the African fauna, Morel 
is hunted down- and all attempts to bring him in alive- or dead- fail; Minna succeeds 
in joining him for a time- and securing arms; and at the close, as he disappears into 
the bush, the legend endures- and feeds on the enigma of his fate... A curious- and 
curiously convincing drama- perhaps less general in its appeal than the earlier Colors 
of the Day and The Company of Men - but a thoughtful and forceful piece of work. 

(LC: 58-6679) 


213 Simon & Schuster - 
TWO BY TWO $3.50 


Gellhorn, Martha 


Four stories of married life take their titles from the marriage service and 
result in a montage of men and women at their best and sometimes their worst. For Bet- 
ter, For Worse follows a wife as she watches her husband's independence taken away from 
him, sees him quickened by a chance to break away then returned to submission again. 
For Richer, For Poorer is the carefully planned course of a woman's drive to power 
through her husbands, jettisoning those who are not complaisant. In Sickness And 
In Health,which is the first prize (under the title, The Smell of Lilies) in this 
year's Prize Stories (Doubleday, P. 871), tells of a man imprisoned in marriage by a 
sick but not dying wife. T1l!l Death Do Us Part portrays a man whose love for his 
dead wife will permit no other attachment. Here are some artists in marriage, some 
who have an evil genius for it - and some who fail, revealed with assurance, sensitiv- 
ity and womanly finesse. For a feminine but not necessarily frail market. (LC:58-6275) 


Kastle, Herbert D. 4 Simon & Schuster 
KOPTIC COURT f | + $4.50 


If one was asked to find a central theme melding the episodes recounted here 
together, it would probably be the insecurity of the Jew in modern society. For the 
author has taken a somewhat rundown, middle class apartment house in Brooklyn, where 
the majority of the tenants are Jewish, and has torn away the pretenses, the upholstery 
of their lives, showing them up in their uncertainities, their pretensions, their trag- 
edies. Here are no great dramas, but rather little ones of small people:- the adol- 
escent who is convinced that, once he gets rid of his pimples, he will be irresistible 
to the girls; the young married woman whose neurosis stems back to violation in a con- 
centration camp- and forward to a deep-rooted determination to wreak revenge on a 
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“member of the Teutonic race; a middle aged husband and father, disillusioned with his 
wife, seeking romance- and thinking to find it with his son's date; a nephew of a kindly 
couple who is terrorized by two things,- his fear that he is a “queer” and his dread 
lest his social pretensions be destroyed by a visit from his peasant mother; a Jewish 
girl married to a Christian boy, who is afraid to bring a child into a troubled world; 

a Negro superintendent and his wife, haunted by dread of an alcoholic wastrel of a son. 
These and others provide the cast for a panorama of a sort of half-world, as they work 
out their problems in their different ways. There's a haunting quality to the telling; 
a depressing element in the conception. (LC:58-5124) 


February 5 i|% 


Heinz, W. C. Harper 
THE PROFESSIONAL $4 .50/4 .00 


A free lance sports writer, whose name carries with the fight fans, takes the 
reader behind the scenes in a novel which gives a close up on a decent, honest youth, 
middleweight challenger, whose heart is in his profession despite its phony aspects, and 
its bums. Eddie Brown had a wife and a son - but they came after the ring. And his 
manager,Doc Carroll, saw to it that the kept his mind on the goal, right through the 
tough training period at Chalet Swiss. With them is Frank Hughes, assignedon his story- 
and seeing at intimate range, the step by step process of training, the odd assortment 
of characters, and the mounting tension as the day of the fight draws near. For the 
uninitiate, it all seems pretty corny; the dialogue spins thin; the scenes in locker 
room and ring and at mealtime add up to an atmosphere that leaves one out. The final 
build up and the fight itself manages to catch something of the aura- but it remains a 
tale told in the vernacular, about a strange world all its own. Fight fans- take over. 
This is definitely for you- and not for the rest of us. (1C:57-11798) 


O'Rourke, Frank Morrow 
THE LAST RIDE $3.50 © 


1916 is when Uncle John Hatton gets his chance to indulge his passion for 
horses for the Army needs mounts and the wild horses of northern New Mexico are the 
answer. With Van and Charlie he takes on the job of rounding up, cutting and breaking 
and they camp high in the mountains to locate the manadas ruled by the different stal- 
lions. It is the wily, powerful chestnut stud that is the focus of Uncle John's hunt and 
that manages to evade him until the final showdown and it is the hard riding, fast action 
that accomplishes the goal of a worthwhile sale of horses - some to the Army and others 
to rodeo. The technicalities of the runs on the manadas, the strategy of capture, the 
details of castrating and taming, are very much a part of aging Uncle John's story which 
continues O'Rourke's panel of western life in unvarnished, salty and masculine terms. 


(Lc :58-5678) 


West, Morris L. Morrow 
BACKLASH $3.50 








A perfervid adventure story returns with Major Mark Hanlon, a British Occupation 
Commander, to a small village in the Austrian Alps, and tones up the salients of murder, 
rape, theft, sex and love with some higher concerns such as rehabilitation as against 
revenge, earthly sacrifice for spiritual gain. Hanlon is greeted by the wanton murder 
of his driver and,set on securing a life for a life, organizes a manhunt although he is 
rebuked by the saintly Father Albertus, who knows that the killer is mentally irresponsible, 
and balked by the chief of police who hides him. Three hundred D.P.'s are returned, riot 
and take the life of the man who had been the "Butcher" and again for Hanlon there is an 
equivocal question of justice to be imposed. And when Hanlon falls in love with the young 
Anna, he must decide between a marriage outside the church or the surrender of Anna and 
the child she bears until this is conveniently resolved... All this is parlayed into a 
sort of morality melodrama with maximal exertion, minimal conviction. (LC:58-5725) 








December 1, 1957 Fiction -871- 


February 5 


Hughes, David Viking-Reynal 
MAN OFF BEAT $3.00 


The death of his second wife- for whom he'd left his first- brings William 
Gunner, a successful advertising man, to a terminal point in his life, and,following 
a doctor's recommendation, he attempts to find the "sedative of tedium” in a small 
Welsh village. Once there several influences- the quiet of the countryside, a woman, 
a curate, force him reluctantly to reassess his former "metallic" existence; to ques- 
tion his meaningless marriages- and therefore the death of his wife; and to doubt not 
only himself, but also his doubts of the spiritual faith he had always discounted and 
denied. It is primarily Venetia, his landlady, who goads him into self-awareness and 
who will be an inalienable part of the new life he will find... A first novel approach- 
es subtle to suggestive areas of inquiry with a cool intelligence and is fresher in 
its perceptions than its theme. It is- at best- for a selective audience. (LC:58-5405) 


February 6 


Engle, Paul- Fd. Doubleday 
PRIZE STORIES 1958: The 0. Henry Awards $3.95 


Thirty-eighth in this series collects 17 entries from magazines throughout 
the country of rather more varied and, perhaps, stronger material. First prize goes 
to Martha Gellhorn's The Smell of Lilies (which also appears in her own collection, 
Two By Two (Simon & Schuster; P. 869), under another title; the second to What a Thing 
to keep a Wolf in a Cage! by Hortense Calisher; and third to George Steiner's The 
Deeps of the Sea, The first two are definitely feminine and assured, the last real- 
izing a horror both within and without the mind. Others, among the names, are Jean 
Stafford, Elizabeth Enright, Nancy Hale, Edward Newhouse; from the rest Brown's A 
Drink of Water. depends, to some degree,on shocking; Blanton's The Long Night ona 
small hope that turns to despair; Litwak's The Making of a Clerk and Wilner's The 
Passion for. Silver's Arm on the troubles of not belonging. Peter Matthiessen, Robert 
Granat, Walter Clemons, Wilma Shore, Robin White and Gina Berriault round out the 
contributors. More interesting than recent collections. 


Doubleday 
THE BLACK BULL $3.95 


i 

A folk quality encloses this simple story of the Mexican border and of a 
man's dedicated hunt for a wild animal which is the symbol of the freedom the human 
desires. Robelin Algeria chooses his quest rather than be tamed and enslaved by the 
walls of society and women. Loving Josefa but dreading the pitfalls of marriage, he 
is caught by the bravery and brilliance of the black bull's behavior when it is penned 
in a round-up by the Corrida of the Two and when, on his first attempt to capture it 
on its escape, his sorrel mare is killed, he follows his destiny - rather than his love- 
to prove that singlehanded he is the master of his prey. And when he does meet the 
black bull, his lust for peril is accomplished for he is literally anchored to death 
until he is able to subdue the bull and have the chance at local glory. And their lit- 
tle secret - that he had the bull completely in his power - was never known for when 
Robelin let him go - the bull killed him. The rhythm of ranch life in south Texas, of 
the vaqueros and their customs and their lore is contrasted with the wide, wild life 
more pleasant to Robelin than houses and walls in a narrative adapted to its uncompli- 
cated domain. Pleasing and ingenuous. Illustrated by William E. Loechel. (LC:58-5940) 


Gordon, Richard Doubleday 
DOCTOR IN LOVE $3.00 


Report repeated from the June lst bulletin, when scheduled for earlier pub- 
lication, as follows: "More of that favorite medical man who has been In the House, 
At Sea and At Large, this offers a new series of inconsequential episodes probably as 


Goodwyn, Frank n\ 1U 
1) 
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cheerful and cheeky as any in this series. (Note- new publisher.) Confined- with an 
undiagnosed fever- to the ward in St. Swithin's, he falls seriously in love for the © 
first time, with a night nurse who disappears surreptitiously. Released- into general 
practice- he endures the ruinous innovations of his friend Grimsdyke- as well as several 
occupational risks, a bored wife, a too fond mother with a marriageable daughter. But 

the arrival of a new substitute locum, Dr. Barrington- who turns out to be a pretty girl 

as well- brings the professional collaboration to a personal and permanent conclusion.... 

A happiness pill- for the market you can easily diagnose by now. (10:57-9509)" 





February 6 


Lappin, Peter Doubleday 
THE LAND OF CAIN $3.95 


This first novel is an unsuccessful attempt to convey the turmoil, hatreds and 
mixed loyalties evoked by the Irish "troubles" of the twenties when brother turned on 
brother and the mark of Cain was left on all- those who participated in the I.R.A. up- 
risings and those who withdrew. Brian Tracey was unwillingly caught up in the Belfast 
struggle between Protestant and Catholic. He had wanted no part of all that the city 
meant. He, he felt, was a man of the land. But when Sean was shot by the "Specials", 
Brian joined the I.R.A. to revenge his brother's death and in the process he came to deny 
his faith. He was forced to go "on the run" -in hiding with friends. When he learned 
that his other brother Paul informed on Sean, he was too tired and embittered with the 
strife to do anything but follow Paul to England where there was safety for both and where 
he might regain the spirit and faith that he had lost. Although the political and reli- 
gious differences of the time are all too believable, the characters remain stilted, the 
attempt at Irish idiom is forced and the result is a failure to transmit the feeling which 
such a story should produce. (LC:58-5946) @ 





Rodgers, Catherine Doubleday 
THE TOWERS INHERITANCE $3.95 


ooce if @ first novel in a direct line of descent from many others, and if it 
is an undistinguished and indistinguishable type of formula fiction- it relies on the 
presumably popular advantages of its limitations. Canny, aging Savannah Towers, head of 
the family which also controls a Southern lumber mill town, recognizes the potential in 
David- the illegitimate son of the charming, worthless Philip and a common woman, buys 
him from his mother, and leaves her interests in the mill to David- rather than to her 
own son, Julian. Only Vanna, Julian's daughter, is reasonably civil to David who is 
eventually driven out of the house. He returns seven years later determined to take 
control of the mill- now a losing proposition, heavily mortaged; Vanna's love for him 
is also compounded with resentment- and loyalty to her family- so that when David's revenge 
against Julian leads to his death- she breaks with him. Bitter, in his victory, he leaves 
everything to Vanna, clears out and enlists in the Canadian army, and only later returns- 
crippled and chastened- to try and rebuild- with Vanna- the Towers inheritance..... A 
vehement sort of melodrama- for rentals. (1C:58-5954) 


Vaughan, Carter A. Doubleday 
THE INVINCIBLES $3-95 


In 1744 Gordon Fuller, an English lieutenant, was given a year by the British 
courts to recover money swindled from him and English investors in a colonial venture. 
He sails for Boston to find Master Jeremiah Carr who engineered the coup. Carr is locally 
recognized as a shady dealer but he has always evaded detection so Fuller's mission is 
met with sympathy by the Colonial officials. In the course of carrying out his larger 
plan, Fuller is enlisted in the Colonial corps being raised against the French in America. © 
He finds time, too, to become involved with the mysterious Jeanne Osgood, the only survivor 
of a Nova Scotia town ransacked by the French. The colonists are preparing to attack the 
formidable French Fort Louisburg on Cape Breton Island as their part in King George's War. 
Fuller's role in this successful assault is the pivoting point of his New World efforts. 
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He finds convicting evidence of Carr's skulduggery; that Jeanne Osgood is really an 
indentured servant and not the woman of position she pretended; and that his loyalty 


_to the colonies is strong enough for him to make a new life there with Jeanne alias 


Naomi who, in her way, also wanted a new life. An historical novel which is not 
very historical and not much of a novel. (LC: 58-5958) 


February 6 


Hadley, Arthur T. Viking 
THE JOY WAGON $3.50 


Machine politics are played by a machine, to the amazement of the humans 
around it, in a presidential campaign. Microvac, a 3,000 tube advanced miniature 
electronic calculator, which has had a successful career in the Defense Department, 
becomes the choice of Demiclan Party manager, routes his competitor, in the primaries, 
and is a hard-to-beat adversary for Admiral Growley, of the Repricrats. Microvac, 
whose astronomical tabulations permit instantaneous answers and evaluations, proves 
a tireless, too perfectly inhuman campaigner, orients his ideas towards religion, 
mother and other issues to insure the vote, adjusts towards human demands for relax- 
ation (bowling) and companionship (piano playing), fights Growley's accusations with 
overwhelming speeches and gestures, and is on the verge of a nationwide victory - 
when the show is given away by Microvac's personal preoccupation, making duplicates 
of himself. A satire on politics is also a preview of the threats of automation, 
and its sneak look at humans is no kindlier. To amuse and perhaps instruct. 

(Lc: 58-5404 ) 
February 10 


Fair, Elisabeth Rinehart 
A WINTER AWAY $3.50 


«eee with cousin Alice, at Combe Cottage, in Glaine, looked like a quiet, 
unexciting visit for Maud Ansdell, whose twenty years saw little of interest to oc- 
cupy her. But her job with old M gave her a chance to do things her way and the 
spats between him and his son and his nephew offered her more opportunity while the 
problem of Ensie and her love for the young curate opened up other avenues. There 
was her aunt's companion who resented Maud's intrusion; there was a picnic, a suc- 
cessful Christmas party and a much less successful family reunion of her employer's 
at Easter; and finally there was the clearing up of all the bickering to the tune of 
her capitulation - to old M's son.... Plenty of English-mannered country doings that 
come over placidly and plumply. (LC: 58-5206) 


Presser, Jacob | World 
BREAKING POINT $2.50 


A short novel which earned wide distribution as well as distinction as an 
award on its publication in Holland rephrases the parable of the man who sold his 
soul to save his skin, and it is bald, bitter and unquestionably powerful. Jacques 
Suasso Henriques, a teacher- a somewhat supercilious Jew- an "ass-imilationist"- 
accepts the offer of a friend- to ensure his own safety- by taking a post as adju- 
tant to his friend's father- Cohn- at the concentration camp, Westerbork, where the 
lists are drawn up for "out there"- Auschwitz. There, where the "past is dead, the 
future is death", is also the 7u0od erat demonstrandum of qa primary principle- “them 
or me". Jacques assists his Mother on the train, but secures her a good seat- near 
the water cooler; he regretfully speeds Ninon- the girl he had loved- on her way; 
and his sense of shame increases- in his talks with a Rabbi, a man of tremendous 
spiritual fortitude and forgiveness. When the Rabbi- a member of an outgoing con- 
voy- is abused- by Cohn, he reaches his “breaking point” and turns on him, assures 
his own seat on the next train but for the first time is worthy of his given name- 
Jacob. For an American audience which is not- in its indifference or reluctance- 
behind barbed wire, this will be brutally unforgettable- as it should be. 





-874 - Fiction December 1, 1957 


February 11 


Mackenzie, Donald Houghton, Mifflin 
THE JURYMAN $3.00 © 


A successor to this year's Manhunt is again a tight-lipped story of a criminal 
confirmed in his truculent mistrust and fighting all conventions, social as well as legal. 
Gerry Steel, loyal only to the man for whom he worked- Sullivan- who is now on trial on 
an attempted murder charge, is determined that Sullivan will go free, questions the 
concern and the capability of his lawyer, and sneers at the devotion and rectitude of 
Sullivan's wife, Sheila. Alone, always alone, Steel decides to fix one of the jurymen, 
selects Felton - among them- and through Felton's wife whom he contacts- intimately- 
assures the fact that Felton will hang the jury. It is Gerry, however, who is shocked 
and stranded when at the last minute Sullivan, under the influence of his wife, pleads 
guilty and chooses a short term behind bars- and a longer one of sticky domesticity..... 
The London underworld (Mackenzie was once a member) and the way of the transgressor in 
an effectively monosyllabic handling. (106:58-5339) 


February 1p” 


MacInnes, Helen Harcourt, Brace 
NORTH FROM ROME vy $3.95 


* A suspense novel in the best tradition, and as holding a story as I've read 
for some time. The setting is magic:- Rome unfolds before the reader in its many moods; 
the terrain of the hilltowns makes its contribution. The story, with the tensions creat- 
ed by the implications of Communist infiltration and the use of the international narcot- 
ic ring, is tightly reasoned and closely knit. William Lammiter, American playwright, 
who has lost his love to an Italian Count, finds himself caught up in an intricate plot 
with farflung inferencés. That it involves the American girl he loves, an Italian girl 
who troubles his emotions, a dowager whose instincts for the right are at war with her © 
pride of family, and a motley collection of rogues and righteous men makes for a cast 
of considerable stature, more sharply etched than ordinarily in a novel of this genre. 
Good reading - and to this reader's relief, good writing- from start to finish. (LC 358-5922 ) 


February 7% 12 


Colborn, Robert Beacon Press 
THE FUTURE LIKE A BRIDE 3 .50 Bt 


This is a view of the machinations behind government secret scientific projects 
and the men who run the processes or are run by them. Dr. Arthur Random was a physicist 
in classified nuclear research, a man who stood aloof and detached from events, in his 
trade and in his life. His wife, Helen, was the opposite - had to be involved - in doings 
with people (hence her several amorous adventures) or in her avocation, the theatre. 
Basically, this story recounts the effects of both outlooks - that there are people so 
caught up with immediate affairs that they have no vision, and, that those who can see are 
often ineffectual because they are removed. Random's progression from the. project to his . 
position as weapons expert in Washington is followed and the people who provided the 
scenery along the way are described. Random's failure, the failure in his detachment, 
was that once he had initiated the final destructive force he was powerless to control its 
use, incapable in the face of the total annihilation which was the inevitable result.’ The 
manner of telling in this prophetic book is garbled in its technological meanderings and 
in the author's method of, from time to time, looking in on his characters. (Q) 


Jackson, Shirley Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
THE SUNDIAL 2 119 $3.75 
A fantasia, which extends some of the playfully perverse to eccentric elements © 
of her earlier writing, is concerned with the curiouser and curiouser events which take 
place in an enormous mansion in a small New England village. If there is little meaning- 
or perhaps a larger meaning, it is also provokingly provocative. The story opens in the 
home of the Hallorans at the obsequies of Lionel- the only son- whom young Mrs. Halloran, 
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Maryjane, claims old Mrs. Halloran- his mother- has pushed down the stairs. It closes 
as old Mrs. Halloran dies in just the same way. And in between, Aunt Fanny sees the 
apparition of her father- by the sundial in the garden- with his prophetic message 
that the end of the world is at hand. Others join the household- where many incivil- 
ities are exchanged; there is a visit from the True Believers, as well as a second 
visitation- at the sundial- and strange landscapes of the future read in a mirror. 
All await the day of doom and prepare for the new world which old Mrs. Halloran greets 
at the foot of the staircase... For the coterie, perhaps piquant- for others puzzling. 
(LC: 58-6457 ) 

February ?? 


Roth, Arthur J. Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
| A TERRIBLE BEAUTY $3.75 


* Here is a story of the Irish "troubles" which is something much more than a 
recounting of grievances. The time is 1941 - when everyday it looked as if England 
would be invaded. The I.R.A. had started up again in the North when the hope of 
Germany's impending victory was high and Dermot O'Neill, because he was from a long 
line of warriors and patriots, joined in the raids on the British installments in the 
North. But because the Church had condemned the operations of the I.R.A. (although 
many of her priests applauded the movement) and because he still had enough con- 
science to regret the killings, Dermot left the “organization”, threatening to in- 
form if the members continued to endanger civilians. An informer could never be safe 
in his own town. Dermot made plans to go to England, knowing he would have to send 
for Neeve so they could be married and live away from those in Duncrana who couldn't 
take the long view of anything, who thought that the gun was the only answer in the 
"troubles". And McGinnis, the “organization's” leader, mistaking Bella O'Neill for 
her escaping brother, killed the young girl, proving that the price for his brand of 
freedom is always high. The story is well developed, with relieving flashes of humor, 
character vividly captured - McGinnis, the professional patriot, Hammafin, who could 
see both sides and Dermot, for whom, at twenty, everything was a crisis - convincingly 
conveying the struggle inherent in a highly charged situation. (LC: 58-5186) 


Beigel, Uli at Random House ¢o 
VICTORIA AT NIGHT $ 27 3 
And Other Stories 


Thirteen short stories by a newcomer to the ranks of the sensitive and cool- 
ly perceptive young ladies who have highlighted the recent literary scene. Ranging 
in technique from first person to third person narrative, in viewpoint from a young 
girl to a middle-aged man, 22-year old Miss Beigel displays considerably more techni- 
cal versatility than many of her contemporaries. Love in several of its many faces, 
adjustment to the adult world and loneliness form the dominant themes, although in 
too many cases the elliptical style, vignette form and involved psychological ap- 
proach make it difficult to find the figures in these small carpets. Three of the 
stories have appeared in Mademoiselle and New World Writing, and on the evidence dis- 
played they are more a forecast of promising things to come than technically finished 
and emotionally satisfactory literary entities. (LC: 58-5265) 


Glemser, Bernard a\1 Random House 2 
THE LIEUTENANT SAf 2% cat” 


Fifteen years later Alec Maas meets the Englishman who in the Battle of 
Britian has personified for him the epitome of courage during the war and goes out of 
his way to help him. Alec's discoveries about Hugh Beattie, now in New York City to 
promote British textiles, are shattering, shocking, for his remembered superhuman 
hero, his symbol, is of the frailest clay, is ready to devour his sister, Jean, is 
undependable and controlled by breaking nerves, and veers from conquering charm to 
conquered worm. Alec's efforts to establish Hugh's products, to remove Jean from her 
brother's adhesive domination, and to reconstruct his fabulous friend, come to an in- 
conclusive revival of a sick ghost- but Jean is freed for Alec. The story line, as 
in Gallery of Women (195 ) still holds whether or not the feeling of force feeding 
for the characters may linger on. (LC: 58-5260) \ 
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February 7% | 


Swarthout, Glendon Random House 
THEY CAME TO CORDURA a $ 22 


An almost forgotten segment of our military history provides the substance for 
this story of Pershing's punitive expedition into Mexico, when the bandit Villa was 
terrorizing the frontier. The time was 1916; the American forces were-undermanned, badly 
equipped, inexperienced in guerrilla warfare - and outnumbered and out manoeuvred by the 
Villistas. The particular segment of the sporadic fighting involved in this story 
concerns a Major Thorn, West Pointer, who has been relieved of his command and assigned 
the dubious post of Award Officer, whose role is the recommending of men for the DSO. 

The cause is presumably a secret- for his superior officers respected his father's memory 
and wished to spare the son. But it hangs over him like a sword of Damocles, and before 
his special assignment is completed, he learns that it is no secret. This specifically 
retails the minute procedure as Thorn escorts to a safe base, several men to whom the 
award will be made; and a woman accused of giving aid and comfort to the enemy. It is a 
grim march; the food and water give. out; threat of attack from marauding bands ends in 
Thorn's giving up the horses; illness and wounds decimate the little group; and worst of 
all, the "heroes" turn out to be men with clay feet, no one of them wanting the award- 
and all of them scorning their commanding officer. The final tragedy - almost within 
reach of Cordura- reveals the ultimate in human beings succumbing to animal need. There's 
material for a novel of the stature of The Horse Soldiers here; but the handling is 
pedestrian. (1C:58-5264) 


Qaand VA 
Weidman, Jerome \ , ee G( Random House 
THE | camp) .- OM . $ 72 
N 
+eeeeis that of the shkutzim (gentiles) which George Hurst learned to distrust 
as a Jewish orphan raised by "Aunt" Tessie whose precepts carried over even after he was 
entrenched in Danville, Conn., with a Christian wife, children and cut off from his early, 
lower East side background. A stranger asking about the wife of Daniel Shaw, hotel man 
with political ambitions, returns George to the beginnings.Danny Schorr, his best friend, 
was instrumental in crippling Dora Dienst, in rousing Aunt Tessie's wrath, in introducing 
George to shkutzim, and, lying, using their friendship as a-front, stole, seduced Dora and 


kept George in bondage through Dora. Finding his way back to a Jewish world of accountants, 
George moved up, moved out when it came to being his own man, and moved in on a millionaire's 


family and financial operations. First, Mary Sherrod, of Philadelphia and Bennington, 


and then the war made his break complete, until Danny Shaw (Schorr) and Dora turn his world 


upside down again. It is Aunt Tessie's brother's admonitions that bring him back to Mary, 
get Danny and Dora off his back and take him out of the masquérade that has kept him ap- 
prehensive, appalled. The disturbances of a mixed marriage, of a climb that is sometimes 
without pride, of hidden bitterness, these take a long leap from the recent Your Daughter 
Iris, make their contrasts from poverty to well-being and display a crowded gallery of 
people and conflicts in a keep-on-reading narrative. (1C:58-5258) 


} Scribner 


2/28 $3.50 


| 
! 
t 


Garrett, George ae 
KING OF THE MOUNTAIN rat ) 
j \ 


A first collection of short stories (George Garrett is one of the younger 
poets represented in Poets of Today IV (Scribner) see report on p. 461) are sometimes 
subtle, sometimes savage, and on the whole quite skillful. In the title story, a narrow- 
minded, loud-mouthed demagogue defies the rabid prejudices and practices of the KKK in 
a small Florida town- during the depression; a young artist blindly romanticizes and 
apotheosizes a painter- and the grubby circumstances of her life - in Greenwich Village 
on The Seacoast of Bohemias a boy testing his father is forced to prove his own courage; 
and other scenes- sometimes no more than sketches- between fathers and sons, husbands 
and wives- provide a dark moment of illumination.... Garrett is an interesting writer- 
but the medium is speculative. (LC:58-6218) 
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February-?? 2 ! 


Snow, C. P. Scribner 
THE CONSCIENCE OF THE RICH $3.95/ 


Another in the continuing cycle (this is the seventh), pursues its observa- 
tion and reflection of a certain segment of British society during the '20's and '30's 
and '40O's with the sensibility and sense of spaciousness which have earned a critical 
recognition- rather than perhaps a wider readership- for C.P. Snow. Lewis Eliot is 
again the descreet spectator and commentator on the world he records; patterns and 
pressures- social, political and ethical take precedence over the personalities and 
personal incidents to some extent. This time he serves as an intermediary in the 
household of the Marches- an eminent Anglo-Jewish family- through his friendship for 
Charles March, with whom he reads for the bar. Mr. March, his father, has "invested 
all his rejected hopes" in Charles, so that when first he gives up the law, and then 
marries Ann Simon- who separates him further from his inherited identification- with 
the Jews and with those of a particular status- Mr. March becomes increasingly unfor- 
giving. It is through Ann, and her membership in the Communist Party, that a smear 
against the Marches- particularly Sir Philip March- a politicai figure- is launched, 
but it is Charles who is left with the final decision to ally himself with his family- 
or default.... The market for the earlier books should clearly determine the demand 
for this new novel; it is leisurely, intelligent and incisive. (LC: 58-5808) 


Dermout, Maria 2}as Simon & Schuster 
THE TEN THOUSAND THINGS $3.50 75 


* From the Dutch, in a seemingly perfect translation by Hans Koningsberger, 
these stories of an island in the Moluccas (the spice islands), of a garden on a bay, 
of the "old, the past, of the so-very-long ago" have a still and timeless charm. 
There, in the isolation of her memories lives the "lady of the Small Garden”- the 
last of an old Dutch planter's family- with her magic stones and her shells and her 
many curiosities, with the superstition of the tragedy of the three little girls 
whose neglected tombs lie on the edge of the garden said to be haunted, with her en- 
during grief for the loss of her only son- whether "fallen honestly” or murdered by 
a native ambush. Here too she keeps a vigil for others who have met sudden death on 
this island:- the old, rich Commissioner with his young Arab mistress- who proves to 
be his half-caste Chinese wife; the Professor known as "Mister-only-half-crazy" as 
he searches for local flora; the unfaithful Constance, stabbed by her husband with 
her lover's knife.... Fragile and fragmentary, these stories have a suggestive 
thes ae ate will recommend them to a special audience- perhaps that of Isak Dinesen. 

LC: 55-5123 


Six in Suspense 


January 10 


Masur, Harold Q. Simon & Schuster 
THE LAST GAMBLE $2.95 


Lawyer Scott Jordan, with a personal (Vickie) and financial (a Broadway 
play) interest in an assault charge case- involving actor Toby Hammond, permits the 
police to clean up after Hammond's murder- and goes on to investigate Roger McVey, 
Vickie's uncle, and his marital defection. A little research enables Scott to expose 
the killer's taste for figures- in round numbers and otherwise- wins him a wife with 
great expectations. Guessable, likeable. 
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February 5 


Garve, Andrew Harper @ 
THE NARROW SEARCH $2.95 


Clare Hunter, leaving her husband when she faces the truth of his illegal 
activities, also faces the consequences when he kidnaps their baby. Although jailed, 
he refuses to disclose the infant's whereabouts- so that with Hugh Cameron, for whom she 
modelled, she narrows the search through the Midland canals. As one might expect, lots 
of navigational details on these waterways; as one might not expect from Garve, a flaccid 
story. (1LC:57-8205) 


Benson, Ben Morrow -Mill 
THE BLONDE IN BLACK $2.95 


Capt. Wade Paris, Chief Detective Massachusetts State Police, runs through a 
case in a night when he frees sexy singer Junie Jacques of suspicion of murder. The 
killing of her mentor, smart planner of Micro Records, brings out the cheap tricks that 
have been employed to identify her in her year's rise; these backfire on the men in her 
life - and, as tricks, save hers. Nailed on the wall - fast. (1C:58-5916) 


February 6 


Bagby, George Doubleday 
THE THREE-TIME LOSERS $2.95 


Schmitty, still footsore, in another carefully casual investigation-- of Mrs. 
Ogden Portland- on her fourth marriage- three to very aged, very wealthy men; of the 
octogenarian Portland's murder; and of the change in his will which may affect his wife- 
or his nephew. Schmitty does a thorough housecleaning of the marital and material 
interests at stake- and accredits himself ably. Reliable. (1C:58-5955) 





Lorac, E. C. R. Doubleday 
PEOPLE WILL TALK $2.95 


-++.+ewill and do when Mrs. Ryan, recently wed at 62, does not return from a 
European trip to her home in the Cumbrian wilds of North England. First and loudest is 
her sister, bent on proving Col. Ryan is a murderer, for he too is vanished. His nephew, 
certain his uncle is innocent, backtracks on the continental travels while Supt. Kempson 
fans the home fires to an equally clearing blaze, Shrewd on the dirty work. (LC 358-5953) 


February 14 


Queen, Ellery Simon & Schuster 
THE FINISHING STROKE $3.50 


Framed in 1905 and 1957 is the story of the happenings over the Christmas and 
New Year's of 1929 in which two deaths fail to be solved by the then young, Ellery Queen. 
Intricate and fancy clues, keyed to the 12 days of Christmas, are linked to John Sebastian 
whose party in the suburbs is to celebrate his birthday and the inheritance which becomes 
his and his coming marriage. But the body of an unknown man, inexplicable happenings 





and another killing sabotage the festivities...with Ellery forced to admit defeat. Tricks- @ 
and a treat - for the Queen's quorum. 









REPRINTS _ for January 





December 1, 1957 





BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) 


















e} Brown, Fredric- THE LENIENT BEAST Howe, Margaret- SPECIAL NURSE 
Chase, Borden- RED RIVER Short, Luke- AMBUSH 
(Each $.35) (Each $.50) 
Henning, William- THE HELLER Lord, Walter- DAY OF INFAMY 
L'Amour, Louis- SITKA Myrer, Anton- THE BIG WAR 


Weeks, W.R., Jr.- KNOCK AND WAIT A WHILE Shellabarger, Samuel- TOLBECKEN 


DELL PUBLISHING (Each $.25 - * First Edition) 


*Francis, Dale-#d. - A CATHOLIC PRAYER BOOK Lomax, Bliss- SECRET OF THE WASTELAND 
Halliday, Brett- MURDER IS MY BUSINESS O'Rourke, Frank- THE DIAMOND HITCH 


(Each $.35 - * First Edition) 


*Beater & Roberts- SEA AVENGER *MacDonald, John D.- A MAN OF AFFAIRS 
Fair, A.A.- SPILL THE JACKPOT: BEDROOMS McCarthy, Mary- A CHARMED LIFE 
HAVE WINDOWS: GIVE 'EM THE AXE White, Stewart Edward- THE LONG RIFLE 


Iles, Francis- BEFORE THE FACT 


Laurel Editions (Each $.50) 


Frank, Jeannette- THE MODERN MEAT COOK BOOK Tannenbaum, R.S.- £¢- - PANORAMA #1 


"DOUBLEDAY - Anchor Books -(*Original)- for. January 16 


@ crane, Hart- THE COMPLETE POEMS oF... ($.95) Freud, Sigmund- CIVILIATION AND ITS 






Flornoy, Bertrand- THE WORLD OF THE INCA DISCONTENTS ($.95) 
($.95) Hadas, Moses- Trans. -THREE GREEK ROMANCES 
Fournier, Alain- THE WANDERER ($.95) ($.85) 
: *Peirce, Charles S.-VALUES IN A UNIVERSE 






OF CHANCE 












1958) $2.95: Thumb-indexed $3.50 
THORNDIKE BARNHART CONCISE DICTIONARY (Revised 1958) $2.00 
Sell, Henry Blackman and Weybright, Victor- BUFFALO BILL AND THE WILD WEST ($2.95) 







GROSSET & DUNLAP 






Universal Library - paperbound 








de Harsanyi, Zsolt- THE STAR GAZER ($1.25) Steegmuller, Francis- MAUPASSANT ($1.45) 
Lowie, R.H.- PRIMITIVE RELIGION ($1.25) Wittels, Fritz- FREUD AND HIS TIME ($1.25) 






Biographies of Distinction ($2.95) - Woodham-Smith, Cecil- FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE 





THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY (*Original) 










Mentor (Each $.50) 


@ toward & Lyons- MODERN MUSIC Millis, Walter - ARMS AND MEN 
Signet (Each $.25) 


*Farrar, Larston- THE SINS OF SANDRA SHAW *Vincent, Richard- SING, BOY, SING 
Mankowitz, Wolf- OLD SOLDIERS NEVER DIE Ward, Brad- THIRTY NOTCHES 







Reprints- continued December 1, 1957 


The New American Library - Continued - Signet (Each $.50) 


* Nat'l. Lexicographic Board - THE NEW Russ, Martin - THE LAST PARALLEL © 


AMERICAN ROGET'S THESAURUS 
($.75) + Dostoyevsky, Fyodor - THE BROTHERS KARAMAZOV (unabridged, edited Manual Komroff) 


Signet Key ($.50) - Tokay, Elbert - THE HUMAN BODY AND HOW IT WORKS (revised and expanded) 
POCKET BOOKS (Each $.25) 


Berkeley, Anthony - THE POISONED CHOCOLATES Field, Peter - POWDER VALLEY SHOWDOWN 
CASE Gill, Brendan - THE DAY THE MONEY STOPPED 


Ripley, Robert - BELIEVE IT OR NOT # 5 


Cardinal Editions (Each $.35) 


Gardner, E. S. - THE CASE OF THE GLAMOROUS Spencer, Elizabeth - THE VOICE AT THE BACK DOOR 
GHOST Wylie, Philip - THE INNOCENT AMBASSADORS 


($.35) ($75) 
Prescott, Orville - fd. - MID-CENTURY Levin, Meyer - COMPULSION 


(Each $.25) PER MABOOKS (Each $.35) 


Gaulden, Ray - THE VENGEFUL MEN Beaty, David - THE PROVING FLIGHT 
Hitchens, B. & D. - ONE-WAY TICKET Slaughter, Frank G. - THE WARRIOR 
McElfresh, Adeline - NURSE KATHY 


POPULAR LIBRARY (Each $.25 - * Original) 


* Shirreffs, Gordon D. - MASSACRE CREEK * Williams, Coe - THE PLUNDERED LAND 
Eagle Books ($.25) - Raine, William MacLeod - BORDER BREED 


Giants. (Each $.35) 


Brick, John - JUBILEE Moore, Robin - PITCHMAN 
Holiday & Duffy - LADY SINGS THE BLUES Sheen, Fulton J. - LIFE IS WORTH LIVING 
(lst Series) 
Specials (Each $.50) 


Clune, Henry W. - THE BIG FELLA Hill, Weldon - ONIONHEAD 
Remarque, Erich Maria - THREE COMRADES 


VIKING for. January 3 
Compass 


Felton, Charles A. - THE APPRENTICESHIP Miller, Arthur - DEATH OF A SALESMAN ($.95). 
OF ERNEST HEMINGWAY ($1.45) Steinbeck, John - THE GRAPES OF WRATH ($1.95) r 
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January 6 


Maquet, Albert George Braziller 
ALBERT CAMUS: The Invincible Summer $3.75 


The fact that Albert Camus, the French novelist- essayist- and dramatist, 
is the 1957 Nobel Prize Winner makes timeliness an outstanding feature of this 
sympathetic critique of his work. Appearing recently in French, it is an able 
translation by Herma Briffault which American readers should welcome since it il- 
luminates the otherwise somewhat obscure and alien purpose of this leading French 
intellectual. Camus, according to the author, is not an existentialist. He is a 
humanist, of a rather exalted kind. Recognizing deeply the "absurdity" of life, 
that is the impossibility of fitting a meaning to it, he nevertheless and in spite 
of his atheism and disbelief in after life believes in the possibility of a "com- 
munity of saints without God". In the face of all the horror and evil of our time, 
he believes simply in human decency and moderation. Without great scope or invention, 
Camus' work is saved from arid intellectualism by his Mediterranean, sun-drenched 
sense of life- and the beautiful lucidity of his style.... Camus can probably never 
reach wide popularity in such an active and pragmatic society as we have here- but 
he interests intellectuals the world over and this interpretation should reach that 
audience. 


January 7 


Ray, Gordon N. McGraw-Hill 
THACKERAY: The Age of Wisdom (1847-1863) $8.00 


Gordon N. Ray's first book, Thackeray: The Uses of Adversity, covered the 
years 1811-1846. The reader of the second book will be confused if he has not read 
the first volume, for so much of import in Thackeray's life happened in the earlier 
years. The author seems to take for granted that the reader is cognizant of Thackeray's 
wife's insanity. He alludes to her so vaguely that the uninformed reader will be puzzled. 
The presumably innocent relationship between Thackeray and Jane Brookfield, wife of an 
Inspector of Schools, lasted for some ten years, was a solace to Thackeray and was 
terminated at Jane's husband's request. The author supports the view that she was the 
inspiration for Lady Castlewood in Henry Esmond. The mercurial rivalry and sometime 
cordiality between Dickens and Thackeray is also somewhat tantalizingly presented. 
We see Dickens rejecting his wife of over twenty years with little exploration of the 
issues. This covers Thackeray's rise to prestige through his satirical approach to 
upperclass mores and his comfortable adjustment to those mores, follows his trips to 
Boston, Baltimore and Washington. But the reader feels voids in the unity and in the 
material presented - well researched though it may be. There are 20 illustrations. 


January 8 


Smith, Edmund Ware Frederick Fell 
A TREASURY OF THE MAINE WOODS $3.95 


Sportsman Smith here proves himself a good trapper - for he baits each 
chapter with the appeal of spruce, wild life and craggy mountain top. Mr. Smith's 
excursions into hilarity seem almost involuntary. His "close-up" description of a 
fishing trip with President Eisenhower - of the imaginary conversations leading up 
to actuality is fine candid comedy. And he encompasses the humor and pathos of age 
and youth and family life when he describes tranquility regained in his Maine woods 
cabin after the departure of his son, daughter-in-law and "enchanting grandson" -- 
tranquillity soon followed by the certainty of desertion and finally reassurance 
in a package sent by his son from California. Personal, pleasant and very human -- 
the appeal here has been tested in leading magazines. The introduction is by John 
Gould and black and white sketches are by Maurice Day. 
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January 15 


Glasgow, Ellen Harcourt Brace ©} 
LETTERS OF ELLEN GLASGOW J) $6.75 


Those interested in American letters, and those who found Ellen Glasgow's A 
Certain Measure and her autobiography The Woman Within of interest, will constitute the 
market for selected letters from her correspondence. Those who read the aforementioned 
books will not be surprised at her morbid preoccupation with her own health: interspersed 
with her comments on the "corncob cavaliers" and the "Raw-Head-and-Bloody-Bones" literary 
schools of the South, are detailed health reports -- from "her severe cold . . . and 
sorry recovery in 1897" to "doctors doing painful things to my head and ears" in 1933. To 
judge by her letters, the lady was an egocentric and sensitive individualist. There is 
an unwitting self-portrait in her correspondence. There are notes and salutations and 
thank-yous as well as longer messages to Van Wyck Brooks, Irita Van Doren, J. Donald Adams, 
Margaret Mitchell, Douglas Southall Freeman and Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings. Much of her 
lugubrious interchange takes an "I could lay me doon and dee" tone. She was far from 
guileless in her correspondence with book publishers and critics. She hints at the anguish 
of deafness, bridles at being called a spinster, and cannily nudges her publishers toward 
wider promotion of her books. Here too is revealed that dedication which she brought to 
her early resolution, "I will become a great novelist or none at all". Her comments on 
the state of the nation's literary health are far more interesting than those on her own. 
"I have nothing against Gertrude Stein except her 'Influence'. My private opinion is that 
the writers she influenced (especially Hemingway) couldn't have been much worse if she had 
left them alone." (LC:58-5473) 


January 30 


Phillips, C.E. Lucas Coward -McCann © 
ESCAPE OF THE AMETHYST $3.95 


In 1949 as H.M.S. frigate Amethyst proceeded peacefully up the River Yangtze 
she was unknowingly sailing to fame as the cause of an international incident and the 
subject of an-epic in naval history. Brought to the brink of destruction when a Chinese 
Communist shore battery illegally opened fire, the Amethyst and her novice crew were held 
captive under incredible conditions of physical hardship and emotional tension. When 
rescue operations failed and it became apparent that the Chinese Communists would allow 
no diplomatic negotiations to succeed, the Amethyst’s youthful commander sailed his 
partially disabled ship down a river at best dangerous to navigate and at the time com- 
pletely dominated by a hostile army and shipping. C. E. Lucas Phillips, whose previous 
book was Cockleshell Heroes, devotes considerable space to filling in the political back- 
ground and describing the Amethyst from bow to stern, from commander to cook. Necessary 
though this material may be, it is handled in such a way that it makes for arid stretches 
between the two really exciting incidents--the shelling of the Amethyst and her hair- 
breadth escape. Another book for the devotees of true war stories and for naval buffs. 
(LC :58-5900) 14 


January 7 


Joy, Charles R. Beacon Press 
LYOF TOLSTOY: An Anthology 4qs $77 


Tolstoy's books, letters, and journals supply the mother lode of these com- 
mentaries on love, Christianity, war, theology, intemperance and clearly indicate the 


torsions of a mind which could not accept the contradiction of Christian Europe ever at 
war. Dr. Charles R. Joy, editor of the Beacon Schweitzer Series, has written the cogent @ 
introduction which gives a quick character sketch of Tolstoy the man -- vacillating be- 

tween moods of severe depression and exaltation, veering between suicidal impulses and 

mystic experiences. These passages from his writings are concerned chiefly with ethics 

and religion. (LC:58-6233) 
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February 3 


Abraham, Willard Rinehart 
BARBARA; A Prologue $2.00 


Barbara was the Abrahams' mongoloid infant- who lived for just four months- 
and if this is in part a rather sentimental memorial expressed in the first person 
to Barbara, it is also a wider appeal to society at large which must extend their 
acceptances of the defective child. All the heartbreak is there- from the first day 
when they knew that their "tiny, perfect little girl" would never be a normal child- 
to the decision to be reached- whether to institutionalize her or not (they had 
an older child at home); the responses of friends- and family; and finally her death. 
In a closing section, which discusses the physical aspects of mongolism and the 
social pressures to be faced which- it is to be hoped- a "brighter future" will 
eliminate.... Not comparable to John Frank's My Son's Story (1952) - but slight as 
it is- it makes a strong plea. (1C:58-5322) 


Joyce, Stanislaus Viking 
MY BROTHER'S KEEPER: James Joyce's Early Years $5.00 


Professor Joyce's posthumous recollections of his older brother follow 
James' development as man and artist up to his 22nd year, with emphasis upon his 
home life and the literary and intellectual influence which the two brothers so 
forcibly exerted upon one another. Stanislaus describes as well the moral and re- 
ligious defiance of the young man, his early writing habits, his explosive irony 
and moments of stony withdrawal, his choice of companions, his boisterous sprees 
and budding romances. But the memoirs are designed less as autobiography than as 
a searching contemplation. Stanislaus is above all intensely himself. Where he 
writes of an alcoholic father's brutish braggadocio, or his abused mother's patience 
and endurance, of the continual struggle with poverty and especially the ruinous 
effects of the clerical system- these are his own observations filled with his own 
bitterness and contempt; his brother here figures only by influence. It is a great 
pity that Stanislaus' projected study of James' maturity, when the two were so 
closely identified and shared so much together, was never completed. T. S. Eliot 
makes some prefatory remarks and there is a very helpful explanatory introduction. 


(LC 358-5403 ) 


— 


February ¥ 24 3/4 
C— ~ 
MacLeish, Archibald Houghton, Mifflin. 
Ae $3.50 


Report repeated from the September lst bulletin, when scheduled for earlier 
publication, as follows: "This is a version of the Book of Job in modern dress by 
the well known and popular poet Archibald Macleish, former head of the Library of 
Congress. It is a discussion of the problem of good and evil, of God and Satan, of 
submissions to an overruling will and wisdom just as the Bible story is, from which 
it quotes large portions. Unto the simple moving story of the Bible, he has added 
his sense of theatre by the use of masks, lighting, and above all two protagonists 
Mr. Zuss and Mr. Nickles. This sense of theatre and the weight of MacLeish's name 
may bring this morality play to Broadway; but, to those people who are not fans of 
the author, the whole work is a pastiche of dull cliches. And one is reminded of 
Edmund Wilson's famous phrase- 'MacLeish is wired for sound again.' (1C:57-10788)" 
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February 5 


Maxwell, Gavin Harper @ 
PEOPLE OF THE REEDS $4 £50 


This is an account of the author's journey into the marshes of southern Iraq 
with the English explorer, Wilfred Thesiger. The marshes are a primitive and largely 
unexplored area whose inhabitants live hidden in a watery waste of lagoon, dwelling in 
reed huts built upon little islands. Their way of life - economy depending on the ex- 
istence of the water buffalo, the constant danger of charging wild boars, native sus- 
_ceptibility to all sorts of infectious diseases, the crude cultural and religious ritual- 
has been unchanged for centuries, making the area one of the last primordial frontiers. 
The reporting (a personal journal) is fascinating - no hyperbole needed. Includes 32 
pages of photographs and frontispiece map. (LC:57-6131) 


3/5 
Milne, Lorus and Margery i Harper 
PATHS ACROSS THE EARTH . $3.95 


The authors of several volumes on nature's ways, this husband and wife team of 
scientists presents here an examination of the migratory habits of the animal world. That 
each creature can be identified according to its habits is illustrated through the des- 
criptions of: bird migrations--from sparrows to the nearly extinct whooping crane, the 
nomadic patterns of the flesh eating ants of the New World tropics and Africa, the spavw- 
ning of cod, salmon, whales and the enigmatic eel, the death marches of the African 
Springbuck and the marvelous drives of every creature in search of or in flight from 
water. Here, are accented, animals that follow the seasons in mass movements, or as the 
clam, "free ride" as guests. For the naturalist neophyte or those of seasoned interest, 
this book is fascinating and authoritative. (10:58-5431) @ 





Mitford, Nancy Harper 
VOLTAIRE IN LOVE A} Q| $5.00 
A portrait of Voltaire, from late youth to his middle years- and not as a 
“toothless old man in a rage", is based on some new, revealing correspondence, and shaped- 
as one might expect- by Miss Mitford's taste for an era of intellectual distinction and 
worldly elegance. However, Voltaire, in his own words- or Miss Mitford's, is never really 
a lover. The long (16) years of his relationship with Emilie, Madame du Chatelet, begin 
with a mutuality of intellectual interests as they pursue their "amours philosophiques”", 
thin out into the dependence of habit. Emilie, certainly a more passionate creature than 
Voltaire, always retains her proprietary interest and sometimes selfish control over hin- 
while indulging in other affairs. Voltaire spends a great deal of his emotional energies 
in endless, ill-natured literary wrangles- and is seduced away from Emilie by the patronage 
of Frederick of Prussia. Toward the close of the long attachment, he finds himself an 
“old, ill man", too old for love- with Emilie- but susceptible to his young, widowed niece. 
And Emilie, the victim of her rather ridiculously headlong attraction to a new lover- 
becomes pregnant and dies at 44..... If Miss Mitford keeps her distance- and the reader's- 
from those engaged in all this fond, foolish philandering- she is always a civilized com- 
mentator and adds polish and irony to this age of reason. (1C:58-5425) 


Vergara, William C. Harper 
SCIENCE IN EVERYDAY THINGS $3.95 


For the confused layman who says "Never mind all the details, just tell me what 


the atom is-- and what's energy? and while you're at it- how does penicillin work? how © 
do insects walk on water? what's the best way to pull a car out of a ditch? who is the 

man in the moon? how do you tell Greenwich time? can you teach anything to a worm?"- here 
are some non-technical, edifying answers. The questions are a jumbled miscellany- ranging © 








December 1, 1957 Non-fiction -885 - 


from the toughest nuts of science to the idlest quandaries of the housewife, and 
the answers are deliberately superficial, with droll touches, more likely to plunge 
the truly quizzical into deeper wonder- than to rescue him from his present 
curiosity. But there is a friendly seriousness in the handling and the answers 
extend as far as elemental simplicity will permit. For an interested, uninformed 
general audience. (1C:57-11790) 


February 6 


Miller, Max Doubleday 
SHINNY ON YOUR OWN SIDE AND OTHER MEMORIES OF GROWING UP , $3.95 


There's a twang in the telling of these boyhood reminiscences of life in 
a family of strict Methodists in Everett, Washington, under Teddy Roosevelt's ad- 
ministration. Here is the lure of the roundhouse and of the Snohomish River - and 
the scandal that rocked the town when Aunt April, who wore sachet and pretty petti- 
coats, slid down the firepole. Interspersed in the episodic ramblings are occasional 
nuggets: the time when brother Curley, who wanted to be a cowpuncher, slept with a 
clock of wood between his knees to cultivate bowleggedness, and of dead sure 
Apocryphal predictions when the Rockies smoldered. This recreates the days when a 
small boy tossed into piles the stones from the Indian circles with occasional 
buffalo skulls and wondered what had happened to homesteader Mr. Gates and his 
friend, Chief Two Belly's niece. The regional appeal is sure-- the family moved to 
Montana and much of the material is set there -- but whether it will appeal to the 
audience of nostalgia reached by Where Did You Go? Out. What Did You Do? Nothing 
- is questionable. There is much ado about adolescent boys sniggering at sex and 
scared to death of girls. (LC:58-5578) 


February 6 


Musmanno, Michael A. Doubleday 
VERDICT: $4.50 


This is a collection of reminiscences. Judge Musannc, the author of several 
volumes on the law, novels, recalls his early days as a law student, his elation on- 
becoming a Philadelphia lawyer, his first civil cases in which he used his youth and 
inexperience to psychologically good advantage in persuading recalcitrant juries and 
the debate in which he opposed the eminent Clarence Darrow. Several criminal cases 
are among the recollections, some of them humorous, some, as the battle against the 
Coal and Iron Police of Pennsylvania, extremely bitter. Recounted is his part in 
the infamous Sacco-Vanzetti Case in which he hopelessly tried to obtain a stay of 
execution. He summons up the occasions which inspired his choice of a profession - 
particularly his meeting with Lincoln's son, Robert Todd Lincoln, and the circumstances 
which initiated his becoming the youngest member of the Pennsylvania state legislature 
and that state's youngest judge. The accounts are told with sufficient dialogue to 
make for good story-telling and with a sense of earnestness which outweighs what 
would elsewhere be called slight boastfulness. Primarily for professionals in this 
field. (LC:58-5951) 


Widdemer, Margaret 2| 20 Doubleday : 
THE DARK CAVALIER | $h 00 $V 


This is- it is to be hoped- the complete and definitive collection of 
Margaret Widdemer's verse from the time she was a favorite rhymester of the ladies 
magazines of the '20's until now when- but for this book- she is almost forgotten. 
Better proof that sentimental thoughts and second-rate rhymes do not result in poetry 
could hardly be asked for. There is not a line of elegance or distinction throughout, 
scarcely a recommendation for presenting these poems in more permanent form. 
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Wilson, Edmund te Doubleday 
THE AMERICAN EARTHQUAKE $5.00/6.00 
This is a collection of pieces, written in the twenties and thirties, on the © 


American social and political scenes. The book is divided into three sections, The 
Follies - on the Boom and the Jazz Age, The karthquake - on the Crash and the Depression, 
and The New Deal. The numerous essays and reviews, on whatever theme - on and off Broad- 
way, book shops, Greenwich Village, Roosevelt's first inaugural, Communists, New Orleans, 
Detroit Motors - are always personal, impressionistic, vivid, interpretive reporting, 
conveying the sense of the times. Present day comments updating some accounts are 
included for the rounded picture. Wilson's audience, an assured one, will be happy with 
this product. (LC:58-5584) 


Winter, Gibson Doubleday 
LOVE AND CONFLICT $3.50 


Gibson Winter, who teaches at the University of Chicago and is a member of the 
Theological Faculty, has used the Biblical pattern along with modern parallels as a basis 
for his analysis of The New Pattern in Family Life- the subtitle here. Family life 
today is paying the price for the new abundance; the upward shift to better jobs, better 
homes leads to rootlessness and uncertainty- and the family unit, far more isolated than 
it ever was from other generations- from the community, has a greater intimacy which also 
leads to irritability. The man, appropriated by his job, is often a stranger in his own 
home and rarely around; "Mom" becomes all and youth lacks the necessary authoritarian 
guidance of the father; the grandparents, once widowed, face the problems of growing old- 
alone; all lack the necessary affiliations with friends, and with society in general in 
the intimacy- i. e. isolationism of family life today... Mr. Winter expresses his plain 
truths plainly- calmly- and with the persuasion of recognizable situations; never aggres- 
sive, he also offers constructive guidance based on Scriptural tenets. Church counselors 


in particular will find this helpful. (LC:58-6651) @ 
February 7 
Gamow, George & Viking 
Stern, Marvin PUZZLE-MATH $2.50 


For those with reasoning and logical minds (and a goodly knowledge of mathe- 
matics is a help) this is a stimulating grab bag of puzzlers, couched in story form, 
using all types of material in their problems. Unfaithful wives, hanging dates, pennies, 
cards, birthdays, tennis, trains, daylight saving time, rationing, dominoes, building 
blocks, string, boats, planes and missiles are the means through which the distinction be- 
tween frequency and phase, random sequences, mathematical and finite induction, the basic 
principles and techniques of restricted and independent probability, infinite series, sta- 
tistical distribution, relative motion, space and time and even relativity are employed, 
complete, when necessary, with algebraic formula. For the sharp to keen and the trained 
intelligence this will offer some amiably presented posers. (LC:58-5402) 


February 13 


Kenner, Hugh McDowell, Obolensky 
GNOMON $4.50 


Some of these essays in contemporary literature previously appeared in several 
of the avant-garde little magazines - Sewanee Review, Shenandoah, Hudson Review and this 
collection, therefore, is addressed to that intellectual level. The author's concern is 
with that segment of modern prose and poetry which stands in need of the greatest eluci- 
dation - the methods of Yeats, William Carlos Williams, Marianne Moore, Ezra Pound, Wyndham 
Lewis; and he includes what serves as marginalia on Eliot and the current status of Whitman. 
The state of literature in the colleges - its being taught as a species of history - comes 
in for a sound trouncing in the essay "Subways to Parnassus", and the general lack of re- © 
ceptive readers, even if to be expected, is deplored. The essays are each devoted to 
lighting those shadows which obscure and often render the writers' craft meaningless. The 
volume is a handbook, with multitudinous quotation, for those with more than a speaking 
acquaintance with the moderns. (LC:58-6503) 
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February 13 


Godowsky, Dagmar Viking 
FIRST PERSON PLURAL: The Lives of Dagmar Godowsky $3.95 


With the current craze for the candid confessions of the poor little rich 
girls who cracked under the privations of wealth, good schools, and lots of attention, 
(Too Much, Too Soon, I'll Cry Tomorrow) the boudoir banalities and bathos of Dagmar 
Godowsky, daughter of Leopold Godowsky, pianist and composer, may find a maudlin 
market. At 14 she came to America and commenced a round of excesses highlighted 
by starring roles in silent pictures as a vamp. She married twice, and though she 
bridled at the possessiveness of men in general she expected her husbands to cut 
up her meat for her: she specialized in being languid. 'Twas a sorry day when, after 
years as Igor Stravinsky's mistress, he announced that he would marry the woman he 
loved: this was probably a wise decision on his part, for the gal in question was 
not our “heroine”. At present the lady is very sorry for herself and fifty pounds 
overweight -- a recognizable but not endearing type. Illustrated. (1C:58-5729) 


February ?? 


Calverley, Eleanor T., M.D. Crowell 
MY ARABIAN DAYS AND NIGHTS $2.95 


The first American woman doctor to Kuwait, who wrote How To Be Healthy in 
Hot Climates (Crowell, 1949), tells of her twenty years among the Muslim Arabs, the 
harmful practices medicine had to combat and the difficulties encountered in trying 
to treat the veiled women. A missionary couple, she and her husband, who preached 
and started working for a boys' school, made friends in spite of the barriers they 
met, and, as a Christian /fakeema Dr. Calverley, with her faith and her training, 
won the trust of her patients in spite of under equipped, makeshift quarters, and 
introduced suspect innovations gently. They raised three daughters, saw the com- 
pletion of the Women's Hospital, lived through the desert raids and wars, and she 
became a constant visitor in the hareems. Her stories of her cases, of the pearl 
divers, of polygamy, of the rulers, of the British officials, of the incidents in 
her family life, make up a record of austerity warmed by the privilege of working 
for God among those who needed her skills and are rounded out by her return visit 
to the new Kuwait, enriched by oil, in 1955. <A modest, worthy book. 


Cartwright, C. Aubrey Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
GUIDE TO ART MUSEUMS IN THE UNITED STATES $4.50 


There has been such a need for so long for a complete guide to American art 
galleries that this first volume of a series will be welcome. But we wish a larger 
type face had been selected. This initial book covers the important collections of 
the Southeastern coast, guiding the devotee from Washington to Florida through troves 
and treasures, cataloguing, indicating the iceberg nature of most collections - more- 
unseen than seen. There are valuable comparisons and pointers to aid the visitor 
and seeker. We salute the galleries chosen and endorse the approach of the book which 
credits the philanthropists who made the great collections possible: Freer, Mellon, 
Phillips and the Sarasota museum of showman John Ringling who amassed an impressive 
17th century Baroque representation. This covers the galleries:-of Washington, D.C., 
Richmond, Williamsburg and Norfolk, Va., Raleigh and Charlotte, N. Ca., Columbia, 
Charleston, and Greenville, S. Ca., Athens, Atlanta and Savannah, Ga., Clearwater, 
Sarasota, West Palm Beach and Miami, Fla. A cross index gives a complete catalogue 
of the works of all artists represented in southeastern museums and galleries listed. 


( LC :58-6767 ) 
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February ?? 3". 2/67 


Maritain, Jacques Scribner 
REFLECTIONS ON AMERICA $3.50 


.--is random thoughts, personal, non-scientific, by the noted philosopher, 
which, if they were coming from an American, would be considered vain and boastful. 
Maritain, now Professor Emeritus at Princeton, is not one of our carping critics. He 
finds, first of all, a contrast between the spirit of the American people and their indus- 
trial (read materialistic ) civilization. Americans are, he says, the least nationalistic 
among modern peoples which have attained the industrial stage. There is, in America, no 
stagnation, an eagerness for knowledge and a fundamental part played by free discussion 
which he finds undefiled in spite of its detractors. But there are vulnerable points too, 
among them, our incessant need to be loved abroad, our proneness to discouragement due to 
inner insecurity and the shame of such a thing as a "race question”. But he softens 
these latter notes by saying that our vulnerability appears because Americans as a people 
are naive as contrasted with jaded, cynical Europe. In the last analysis, the most 
valuable American feature is the operation of the democratic philosophyin everyday ex- 
perience and the pervasion of a basic regard for personal human dignity. Maritain's views 
come addressed summa cum laude. (1C:58-5719) 


Be 
AL 
Fleming, Peter : a Simon & Schuster 


MY AUNT'S RHINOCEROS And Other Reflections $3.50 


Essays- in varying length- which have appeared under the pseudonym "Strix" in 
the Spectator are here collected in book form. Without doubt they will be welcomed by 
the British public with chortles of delight, with keen appreciation of allusion and re- 
cognizable situations and responses. But for the American public, it seems unlikely that 
the response will go much beyond an aware U-keyed Anglophile market. Every reader will 
find bits here and there that strike a sympathetic chord:- The Little Christmas Trees 
brought one kind of response, My Compatriots another; some of the pieces are highly in- 
tellectual, some amusing, some nostalgic - but many depend on a recognition response which 
may well go begging this side the water. That Fleming writes delightfully is a dependable 
factor. (10:58-627%4 ) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 
Page 


790 Rush, J. H.- THE DAWN OF LIFE- from 12/27 to 1/16/58 (Doubleday) 

825 de Polnay, Peter- THE CLAP OF SILENT THUNDER- definite date 1/9. Definite price 
$3.50 (Random House) 

826 Hough, Henry Beetle- THE NEW ENGLAND STORY- definite date 1/22 (Random House ) 

835 Tracy, Honor- SILK HATS AND NO BREAKFAST- definite date 1/14 (Random House) 

847 Miller, Ed Mack- TALES OF A FLIER'S FAITH- from 1/16 to 2/20 (Doubleday) 

853 Wyndham, John- THE MIDWICH CUCKOOS- from 1/20 to 2/19 (Ballantine) 

855 Clark, Charles H.- BRAINSTORMING- from 1/16 to 2/20 (Doubleday) 


ERRATUM: An error in copy layout has resulted in the fact that the reports on two allied 
books- Gene Gurney's FIVE DOWN AND GLORY (Putnam- page 857) and Edward H. Sims' AMERICAN 
ACES (Harper- page 858) were transposed. We are extremely sorry this mistake occurred. 








